CHAPTER  IX
Crowner's Quest
" LET us get everything quite clear," said Friery the
Coroner, whose head, as a rule, never began to clear
until late in the afternoon. " Let us get everything
quite clear. Who was the deceased ?"
There was no reply.
" Don't all speak at once," said Friery the Coroner
sarcastically to the witnesses and jury. And when
the silence became ominous he turned to the Serjeant
with: " Have you no respect for the Court ?"
On a slab outside lay a sad caricature of Hercules:
toes and thumbs turned out, great chest and thighs
relaxed. Rigor mortis had passed off. He appeared
to be a man in his early forties. On a chair were
placed his cupped belt and a leopard skin. Two buskins
with tawdry gilt straps stood on the floor. This was
Le Greco, the French Hercules of the circus bills.
Mercer's House-surgeon was the first to give
evidence. He stated that death was due to a lesion
of a bloodvessel in the brain.
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